
Dress Code is a fashion event to 
raise funds for Making Changes 
Association’s Walk in Closet 
Program, by showcasing the talents 
and skills of EHC couture students 
work giving a rare insight into the 
secret world of couture fashion.

At the Calgary Winter Club, guests 
will enjoy the ambience of an 
attractive venue, the remarkable 
talent of local musicians, sip on 
wonderful wine and taste 
delectable delights, have the 
opportunity to mingle with other 
fashion aficionados, and bid on 
silent auction items in a relaxing 
environment.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH, 2012 
ECOLE HOLT COUTURE SCHOOL OF COUTURE SEWING & DESIGN (EHC) 

A VIP event before the show will 
give guests a rare opportunity to 
glimpse behind the scenes and 
meet our special guest for the show.

Once seated you will experience 
what Couture fashion is all about by 
witnessing chic couture garments 
modelled on the runway created by 
the students. 

Also see some vintage couture 
garments created by the Founder 
of EHC and catch a glimpse of the 
couture process from the start to 
finish. Included this year are Men’s 
tuxedo s created by third year 
couture students.

DRESS CODE 
As well as the runway show will be 
display booths of high end fashion 
related products and services to 
complete the highly personalized 
look of Couture, and an opportunity 
to connect with the guests and EHC 
students and perhaps get an early 
opportunity to book an 
appointment for custom Couture 
services.

ECOLE HOLT COUTURE
p. 403. 244. 5460 
www.ecoleholtcouture.com

@ecoleholtcouture
Facebook at Ecole Holt Couture 

3RD ANNUAL FUNDRAISER FASHION SHOW



RAISING FUNDS
The Students of Ecole Holt Couture School of Couture Sewing and Design together with the Founder decided in 
2010, that Walk in Closet was the perfect partnership. We wanted to support an organization which effectively 
helped people in need and complemented our vision of purpose in quality clothing and design.

WHY PARTICIPATE
• Support a Calgary based educational facility

• Support the EHC students

• Help keep the art of couture fashion and sewing alive

• Support a worthwhile, local, non-profit organization

• Create a relationship that connects your organization with worthy causes and initiatives

• Reap rewards of local media exposure

• Introduce your business to a wider audience and high end cliental

• Build brand recognition and establish key relationships

WHO IS MAKING CHANGES ASSOCIATION?
Making Changes Employment Association of Alberta, also known as Making Changes Association, is a vibrant 
organization that empowers women in transition by providing relevant programs, services and resources. Our 
goal is to help women build confidence and skills so that they can participate more fully in the community. 
Making Changes Association assists over 1,500 women each year to build a better future for themselves and 
their families. 

We proudly fulfill our mission of empowering women in transition by providing: 

•  Focused programs for women in transition to enable them to enter the workforce and become 
 self-sufficient. 

•  Valuable pre-employment training for immigrant women. 

•  No-cost new and gently used business clothing for unemployed and underemployed women with 
 financial barriers.  

•  Free clothing and image consulting services for teenage girls from low income households.

At Making Changes, our strength lies in our rootedness in community and in building the collaborative 
partnerships that create a more inclusive range of opportunities for women in transition. What we are able to 
achieve as an organization is directly related to our committed and talented volunteers and staff members, and 
we continue to develop new ways to deepen the impact of our services.

With a strong history of success and the ongoing support of donors, corporations, agency partners and 
community volunteers, Making Changes is well positioned to extend our reach and expand our network of 
partnerships to meaningfully address the barriers that women in transition face in creating better futures for 
themselves and their families.



WHAT IS WALK IN CLOSET
The Making Changes - Walk-In Closet Program provides 90 minute individual consultations on professional 
business attire, to women facing financial barriers who want to join the work force, return to school or engage in 
volunteer  opportunities. In addition to information on business culture and appropriate dress, participants are 
offered gently used clothing and accessories, at no cost, to help them feel and look their best. Women of all ages 
seek service from the Walk-In Closet and have two things in common – they face financial barriers and they need 
appropriate business attire for interviews, new jobs, school or volunteer work.

 Outcomes for 2011 – 2012 showed that following their appointment at the Walk-In Closet:
•97% of participants reported having appropriate clothing for interviews and work. 
• 94% of clients reported an increase in motivation to look for employment. 
• 97% of clients reported an increase in confidence in their appearance to gain employment 

.
“The Walk-In Closet offers women the opportunity to empower themselves by showing them how to put their 
best foot forward... I would recommend it above all else. People may not realize just how important this service 
is... especially in this economy, and especially with such varied weather in Calgary.” ( Walk-In Closet participant)

REFFERING AGENCIES
We continue to work closely with our referring agencies to ensure that women needing our services are aware of 
what we have to offer. Our participants are referred by community and employment support programs, 
immigrant serving agencies, educational institutions and Calgary businesses. We continually receive accolades 
from our supporting agencies on the service we provide.

AGENCY VOLUNTEERS
The Walk-In Closet would not exist without the tremendous support of its’ Volunteers. Our Volunteers are a 
wonderfully diverse group of women. They range in age from 18 – 90! Their skill set supports our programs with 
administrative assistance, data entry, image consulting, sorting of donations, marketing and merchandising. In 
total our Volunteers invested 7800 hours of service last year!

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
The Making Changes Association, like the women we support, has been in transition over the last two years. We 
are deeply grateful for the generosity and commitment of our volunteer ‘family’; to Albi Homes and their team 
of building partners, who turned an industrial warehouse into a warm and welcoming new organizational ‘home’; 
to all of our community partners who donated time, clothing, energy and funds to help us create bright futures 
for so many Calgary women; to ARC Resources, the Telus Community Board and Northmount Kiwanis who have 
allowed us to build our new “My Best Friend’s Closet” program for teenage girls; and to Ecole Haute Couture who 
has been so generous in supporting our work and in creating such an extraordinary partnership.

Our funders include Citizenship and Immigration Canada, the Government of Alberta, United Way of Calgary 
and Area, the Calgary Foundation, the McCann Family Foundation as well as a number of private corporations 
and individual donors.

All proceeds go to ‘Making Changes Association ’
www.makingchangesassociation.ca
6516 1A St. SW
Calgary, Alberta, T2H 0G6

Tel: 403-262-5776
Fax: 1-888-664-6459
Email: info@makingchangesassociation.ca



WHAT IS COUTURE?
Couture and haute couture are fashion terms used interchangeably: is distinction of design and technique that 
remains an influence more lasting and prestigious than fashion trends; a discipline of ultimate imagination and 
accountable exclusively to its clients. True haute couture persists in providing us with the best of the most 
beautiful clothing that can be envisioned and made in any era; it is as it began - a dream of quality in an era of 
industry and mass marketing. At the top end of fashion design is ‘haute couture’, a prestigious field in which a 
designer works on unique creations for exclusive clients.

“Haute Couture” is a French term for ‘high dressmaking’ or ‘highest sewing’ and in France is protected by law and 
defined by the Chambre de commerce et d’industrie de Paris based in Paris, France. Their rules state that only 
“those companies mentioned on the list drawn up each year by a commission domiciled at the Ministry for 
Industry are entitled to avail themselves” of the label haute couture.

LEARN MORE ABOUT ECOLE HOLT COUTURE AT
www.ecoleholtcouture.com



ECOLE HOLT COUTURE 
SCHOOL OF COUTURE SEWING AND DESIGN
EHC is a private school offering post-secondary training for people 18 years and older seeking a professional 
career in the fashion industry specializing in Couture and Bespoke Ladies Tailoring.

EHC’s program has a strong emphasis on hand and technical skills to preserve traditional skills and master 
craftsmanship, creating contemporary design, complementing existing fashion industry jobs and encouraging 
entrepreneurial business activity. EHC provides professional experience, training and mentorship with 
individualised attention by limiting class sizes to 6 students per class.

Our Vision at École Holt Couture is to present the most knowledgeable, talented, skilled graduates of ‘couture 
fashion’ by providing expert instruction, individual attention and encouragement to pursue excellence at a 
professional level. At EHC the faculty and students give equal weight to working with the mind and working with 
the hands, learning by doing. We don’t discard modern technology, but we insist upon connecting first-hand 
knowledge with quality materials in a tangible way. We encourage students to strive for excellence in their work, 
to increase their experience and to put into practice what they have acquired while they are learning so that they 
may develop independent careers or pursue employment upon graduation.

EHC is one of a handful of places around the world where the teaching of traditional skills is carried out within 
a positive learning environment in its active working Couture Studio. The curriculum is absolutely unique in that 
Elfriede Holtkamp, Founder of the school, has written original material based on her own European training and 
60 plus years of professional experience as a couturier and business operator with a worldwide clientele. The 
Program Elfriede has created is pragmatic and an effective method of teaching the skills of the trade from the 
basics of hand sewing to advanced and complex garment design, original pattern making, and garment creation 
by hand through an apprentice/academic approach. The students also gain valuable working experience by the 
time they graduate the four year full time education program.

EHC’S MISSION
Ecole Holt Couture is committed to preserving the art of couture sewing and design as a key to understanding 
traditional skills by connecting them to the present, and reshaping them for the future. We are convinced that 
the 21st century will be a time of reconnecting ourselves with our cultural and social heritage which lives in our 
imagination and gives us our sense of identity.

We challenge the typical business models which have developed over the past few decades, regarding the 
handing over of local production to overseas facilities with cheap labour and unsustainable or unethical business 
practices. We believe that people need to reconnect with pride of craftsmanship, using skills to ‘create’ from 
beginning to end, finding lifelong fulfillment in artisanship within their careers and employment.

ECOLE HOLT COUTURE
Founder and Lead Instructor of Ecole Holt Couture -Elfriede Holtkamp
Registrar and Instructor of Ecole Holt Couture - Jutta Holtkamp-Rogan
EHC Advisory board members: 
Theresa Coady, Scarlett Schiaperelli Neill, Sharon Farquarson and Michelle Scholz.

Learn more about Ecole Holt Couture via Twitter @EHCShool or on Facebook at Ecole Holt Couture

LEARN MORE ABOUT ECOLE HOLT COUTURE AT
www.ecoleholtcouture.com

ECOLE HOLT COUTURE
p. 403. 244. 5460 
www.ecoleholtcouture.com

@ecoleholtcouture
Facebook at Ecole Holt Couture 



SPONSORSHIP

PRESENTING PARTNER
Paris Haute Couture (birthplace of haute couture)
Investment valued at +$2500

• Partner Positioning - Ecole Holt Couture partnership with your company
• Official recognition as title sponsor at the start and end of the event
• Event opening remarks by company representative
• Prominent logo positioning on all promotional material
• Presenting sponsor reference on press releases and all external communication
• Banner ad and link on website
• Prominent sponsor reference on all social media
• 8 Tickets to the fashion show
• Right of first refusal on future events
• Complimentary booth and prominent booth location

GOLD SPONSOR

Contemporary Couture Culture (couture worldwide)
Investment valued at between $1500 and $2500

• Logo on all promotional material
• Sponsor reference on press releases and all external communication
• Link on website
• Sponsor mention on all social media
• 4 Tickets to the fashion show
• Right of first refusal on future events
• Complimentary booth



SILVER SPONSOR

London Savile Row (haute couture for men)
Investment valued between $500 and $1500

• Logo on all promotional material
• Link on website
• Sponsor mention on all social media
• 2 Tickets to the fashion show
• First right of refusal on future events
• Complimentary booth

IN KIND MEDIA

Silver Screen Glamour
In return for media coverage in the form of articles, mentions, 
listings, interviews, advertisements and other.

• Event opening remarks by company representative
• Prominent logo positioning on all promotional material
• Mention on press releases and all external communication
• Link on website
• Sponsor mention on all social media
• Tickets to the fashion show - Denomination dependent on In Kind donation
• Right of first refusal on future events
• Complimentary booth and opportunity for prominent booth location



IN KIND ARTISAN SPONSOR
In return for In Kind donations of silent auction items, liquor, food, gift bag items, printing services, fashion show
make-up services, fashion show hair services, fashion show accessories such as shoes, jewelry, hand bags, and
gloves, music and other.

Dependant on value of In Kind donation further opportunities may be available.

SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND
EHC is establishing an EHC Scholarship Trust Fund awarded to EHC Certificate Graduates for Excellence in
Achievement.

To establish this fund EHC needs to raise $25,000, and so any individuals or organizations, which are willing to 
support this initiative or able to help, are gladly accepted.

The recipient of the EHC Scholarship Award receives $2000.00 applied to tuition fees for the advanced EHC
Diploma Program. The annual recipient is chosen by the EHC Advisory Board to reward ‘excellence of 
performance and achievement’ in Mastery of skills, level of Professionalism and Responsibility.

PURCHASE TICKETS AT WWW.ECOLEHOLTCOUTURE.COM



CONTACT US
2227 – 20 Ave SW
Calgary AB
T2T 0M4

Phone: 403. 244. 5460
Fax: 403. 228. 2728
Email: info@ecoleholtcouture.com
Website: www.ecoleholtcouture.com

Twitter @EHCSchool
Facebook Ecole Holt Couture - School of Couture Fashion Sewing and Design

GENERAL CONTACT

Jutta Holtkamp
Phone: 403. 244. 5460
E-mail: jutta@ecoleholtcouture.com

MEDIA CONTACT

Hannelore Ponto
Phone: 403. 244. 5460
E-mail: media@ecoleholtcouture.com


